Antiphospholipid antibodies and coagulation defects in women with implantation failure after IVF and recurrent miscarriage.
Evaluation of patients with IVF implantation failure or recurrent miscarriage often frustratingly fails to elicit any particular cause for their problem. Testing for antiphospholipid antibodies or thrombophilia is commonly carried out, and interpretation of results in the light of the current evidence is extremely difficult. This paper reviews the purported pathogenetic mechanisms and clinical associations between both antiphospholipid antibodies and inherited thrombophilias, and reproductive failure. The current management strategies are also critically evaluated and recommendations are made for optimal, evidence-based clinical practice.